
Grade 1 

For more information on the learning goals and your child’s progress, please contact your child’s teacher. 

 

Use Strategies to Add Tens and Ones  
 

Overarching Student Learning Goals 
In this unit, your child will work to build an understanding of the following: Resources/Tasks to support your child at home. 

Reason about why tens are added to tens, and ones are added to ones. 
Students understand that tens and ones represent different amounts and have 
to be added together by using models and place value charts. 
 

       25 + 34 = 59 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

• When adding numbers with tens and ones, have your child 
describe the steps using place value language of “tens, ones, 
digit.”  For example:  “25 + 34 = 59 I add 2 tens plus 3 tens to 
get 5 tens, then 5 ones and 4 ones to get 9 ones.  The sum is 
59.” 
 

• Khan Academy: Understanding Place Value when Adding Tens  
https://www.khanacademy.org/math/early-math/cc-early-
math-add-sub-100/cc-early-math-add-ones-
tens/v/understanding-place-value-while-adding-tens 

 

Demonstrate a strategy for adding a 1-digit number to a 2-digit number. 
Students use concrete models or drawings to solve based on place value to add ones 
to a two-digit number.  Then they represent it as an equation. 
 

                     25 + 4 = 29 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Encourage your child to use counting strategies, base ten blocks 
and explain their steps to adding a one-digit number to a two-
digit number.   
 

• Math In Minutes: Decomposition of Numbers 
https://vimeo.com/album/4809844/video/198245972 
 

• IXL Practice: Adding a One-Digit Number to a Two-Digit 
Number (without regrouping)  
https://www.ixl.com/math/grade-1/add-a-one-digit-number-
to-a-two-digit-number-without-regrouping 

 
 

Students explain their steps: 
“I added 5 ones and 4 ones 
together because they are 
both ones.  The tens place 
stayed the same because I 
didn’t add any tens to the 

first number.” 
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Demonstrate a strategy for adding two 2-digit numbers. 
Students use base ten models, number charts, number lines and partial sums 
to add two 2-digit numbers together. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Encourage your child to use counting strategies, base ten blocks 
and explain their steps to adding a two-digit number to a two-
digit number.   
 

• Math In Minutes: Addition with a Numbers Chart  
https://vimeo.com/album/4809844/video/198363210 
 

• Math In Minutes: Addition on a Number Line 
https://vimeo.com/album/4809844/video/198712648 
  

• Math In Minutes: Addition- Partial Sums 
 https://vimeo.com/album/4809844/video/217232809 

Identify and understand when adding, sometimes it is necessary to compose 
a new ten. 
Students understand they may have to create another ten to find the total 
value of the two addends. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Encourage your child to draw base ten models to add two digit 

numbers.  Have them group ten ones to make a ten to add the 

two digit numbers. 

 

• IXL Practice: Adding a One-Digit Number to a Two-Digit 

Number (with regrouping)  

https://www.ixl.com/math/grade-1/add-a-one-digit-number-

to-a-two-digit-number-with-regrouping 
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