
MA.1.M.2.2 

Overarching Standard: MA.1.M.2 Tell time and identify the value of coins and 
combinations of coins and dollar bills. 
 
Benchmark of Focus 
MA.1.M.2.2: Identify pennies, nickels, dimes and quarters, and express their values 
using the ¢ symbol. State how many of each coin equal a dollar. 
 
Benchmark Clarifications 
Clarification 1: Instruction includes the recognition of both sides of a coin. 
 
Clarification 2: Within this benchmark, the expectation is not to use decimal 
values. 

 
Related Benchmark/Horizontal Alignment 

• MA.1.NSO.1.1 
 

Vertical Alignment 

Previous Benchmarks 
This is the first grade level where students will explore money 
concepts. 

Next 
Benchmarks 
MA.2.M.2.2 

 
Purpose and Instructional Strategies 
The purpose of this benchmark is for students to formally recognize the respective 
value of coins. (MTR.5.1, MTR.7.1) 

• Instruction includes both the front and back sides of pennies, nickels, dimes 
and quarters. 

• Instruction emphasizes that the relative size of the coin is not 
representative of its value in comparison to other coins. (MTR.5.1) 

• Instruction uses the format 25¢, not $0.25. 
 

Common Misconceptions or Errors 
• Students may believe the value of a coin is directly related to its size (e.g., a 

nickel is bigger than a dime and is worth more, or a penny is bigger than a 
dime, so it must also be worth more). In these cases students need 
additional practice identifying a coin with its actual value. 



Strategies to Support Tiered Instruction 
• Teacher provides opportunities to use descriptive language to discuss 

observable details of each coin and record their observations in a chart. 
Students can use a magnifying lens to notice details closely. As students 
practice identifying coins with their values, they can use the chart as a 
reference. 

o For example, a chart (like the one below) can be used to organize the 
information students observe about the coins. Student 
misconceptions about coins can be observed by the teacher and 
guided toward understanding in the “What do you notice or wonder?” 
column. 

 
 Information from the chart can be made into cards for students to 
sort using each coin name as a header. 

Teacher asks questions to elicit ideas of what students notice about 
the coins and those that require students to make comparisons such as: 

o “What do you notice about the outside edge of this coin? Why do you 
think some coins have ridges?” 

o “Who is on the smallest coin?” 
o “What are the words you see on the penny?” 
o “Do all of the coins tell their value?” 

 
Questions to ask students: 

• What are the defining attributes and value of a penny? nickel? dime? 
quarter? 

o Sample answer that demonstrates understanding: The student can 
identify people or landmarks on the coin along with some defining 
attributes (color, size, texture of sides). Such as, the sides of a dime 
and a quarter is bumpy/rough while the sides of a penny and nickel is 



smooth, a penny is the only cooper/brown colored coin, and a nickel 
is bigger than a dime but the dime is worth more. 

• What is the most efficient way we can count a group of nickels? Dimes? 
o Sample answer that demonstrates understanding: Since the value of 

a nickel is worth 5¢, we can count by 5s to find the value of a group of 
nickels. We can do the same with dimes. Since the value of a dime is 
worth 10¢, we can count by 10s to count a group of dimes. 

• Does the size of the coin determine whether it’s worth more? 
o Sample answer that demonstrates understanding: Size does not 

determine the value of a coin. A nickel is bigger than a dime in size 
but not in value. 

• How can we represent 100 cents in multiple ways using like coins? 
o Sample answer that demonstrates understanding: 100 pennies, 20 

nickels, 10 dimes, 4 quarters. 
• What symbol can we use to represent the word cent? 

o Sample answer that demonstrates understanding: ¢ 
 

Instructional Tasks 
Instructional Task 1 (MTR.7.1) 
Part A. Using the table below, identify each coin’s name and its value. 
Part B. What is the total value of the coins on the table? 
Part C. With a partner, compare your value column and discuss if you both came 
up with the same total. What could you do to figure out who is right or check your 
work for accuracy? 

 

 
 

http://smathsmarts.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/coin.png


Instructional Items 
Instructional Item 1 

 

Additional Resources: 

CPALMS 

Lessons 

Identify Pennies, Nickels, Dimes, and Quarters (CPalms) 

Coin Attributes (NCTM) 

Identify and Count Coins (Blog Post) 

Identifying Coin Values (Blog Post) 

Introduction to Coins (Blog Post) 

Teaching Coins (Blog Post) 

Identifying Coins (Blog Post) 

https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewStandard/Preview/15272
https://www.cpalms.org/PreviewIdea/Preview/3448
https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjqqMehv7_2AhXsVTABHcRPCdYQFnoECAMQAw&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nctm.org%2FHandlers%2FAttachmentHandler.ashx%3FattachmentID%3DUbm2sw5HKkw%253D%23%3A%7E%3Atext%3DLike%2520geometric%2520shapes%252C%2520coins%2520have%2Couter%2520edge%2520of%2520the%2520coin.&usg=AOvVaw3RxSdR6h46OCXnyF8O14eQ
https://classroomcallouts.com/2021/05/first-grade-identify-and-count-coins.html
https://www.education.com/lesson-plan/el-support-lesson-identifying-coin-values/
https://teaching.betterlesson.com/lesson/597099/introduction-to-coins
https://tipsofwisdom.com/2021/01/02/teaching-coin-values-counting-money-to-first-graders/
https://www.math4texas.org/Page/333
http://smathsmarts.com/wp-content/uploads/2022/02/coin1.png


 

Read Aloud 

Lots and Lots of Coins by Margarette S. Reid 

The Coin Counting Book by Rozanne Lanczak Williams 

Online Resources 

Identify Value of a Coin (song; YouTube) 

Ways to Make a Dollar (song, YouTube) 

Coins (US Mint) 

 

Resources/Tasks to Support Your Child at Home: 

Names and Values of Coins (online practice) 

Coin Identification (online practice) 

Break the Bank (online game) 

Identify Coins (YouTube) 

Coin Scavenger Hunt (activity) 

Coin Rubbing and Matching (activity) 

Peter Pig’s Money Counter (online game) 

 

https://youtu.be/3ARNqyQ0CuY
https://youtu.be/jedwAyiB_JI
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/resources
https://www.ixl.com/math/grade-1/names-and-values-of-common-coins
https://www.iknowit.com/lessons/a-coin-identification-and-values.html
https://www.abcya.com/games/break_the_bank_sorting
https://youtu.be/9HFqc5P6kHI
https://www.usmint.gov/wordpress/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/Kids_Activities_PDF_coin_scavenger_hunt.pdf
https://www.usmint.gov/learn/kids/resources/coin-activities/coin-rubbing-and-matching
https://www.practicalmoneyskills.com/play/peter_pigs_money_counter

